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Description

It is the spring of 1930, and Maisie has been hired to find a runaway heiress. When three of the
heiress's old friends are found dead, Maisie must race to find out who would want to kill these
seemingly respectable young women before it's too late. As Maisie investigates, she discovers
that the answers lie in the unforgettable agony of the Great War.

Insightful reviews

Melissa: This is the sencond in the Maisie Dobbs series, and it does not disapoint!

"An eventful year has passed for Maisie Dobbs. Since starting a one-woman private
investigation agency in 1929 London, she now has a professional office in Fitzroy Square and
an assistant, the happy-go-lucky Billy Beale. She has proven herself as a psychologist and
investigator, and has even won over Detective Inspector Stratton of Scotland Yard's Murder
Squad - an admirable achievement for a woman who worked her way from servant to scholar to
sleuth, and who also served as battlefield nurse in The Great War. It's now early Spring of 1930,
Stratton is investigating a murder case in Coulsden, while Maisie has been summoned to
Dulwich to find a runaway heiress. The woman is the daughter of Joseph Waite, a wealthy self-
made man who has lavished her with privilege but kept her in a gilded cage. His domineering
ways have driven her off before, and now she's bolted again. Waite's instructions are to find his
daughter and bring her home. When Maisie looks into the disappearance she finds a chilling link
to Stratton's murder case, and to the terrible legacy of The Great War."

Leah: I gave this second book in the Maisie Dobbs series a chance, after a lukewarm reaction
to the first book. I ended up not really liking the second one either, which is a shame, because
they have such great potential. A young, female detective in London in the years after World
War I sounds like a great premise for a mystery series. But it's the execution of the characters
that I just didn't like.

In this second book, Maisie Dobbs is investigating the disappearance of the daughter of a
wealthy store owner. Her disappearance is linked to the war and several other people who have
died. The mystery in "Birds of a Feather" is actually compelling, with good plot twists, strong
details, and clues, but the writing is something I just can't get over.

Maisie Dobbs herself is drawn to be just a little too perfect and a little too precious. In a mystery
series, I just can't stand for the main character to have "shiny, jet-black tresses," or to constantly
be pushing "loose tendrils" of hair out of her face. In my experience, tresses and tendrils belong
in romance novels, not in mysteries. I said in my review of book #1 that Maisie Dobb's absolute
control and perfection also get on my nerves, and she's still perfect in book #2. She's never
flustered, never put out, never says the wrong thing. I guess I prefer my heroes and heroines to
be a little more human, and a little less perfect.

In all, I love the premise of these books, but the writing of the main character is enough to turn
me off. It's all just a little bit too precious and cloying for me. YMMV.



 

Hannah: It is now 1930, and this second installment in the Maisie Dobbs mystery series finds
Maisie's detective services requested by the rich grocery chain owner Joseph Waite, whose 30+
year old daughter Charlotte has run away from the family home and her feckless lifestyle.
Maisie and her sidekick Billy Beale once again delve into the pain and anguish caused by WWI,
and encounter a mystery tinged with loneliness, grief and revenge. In her quest to solve
Charlotte's disappearence, Maisie uncovers the murder of 2 of Charlotte's girlhood firends, as
well as the suspicious suicide of a third. Might Charlotte make up a fourth death, or is Charlotte
a murderess?

While I completely enjoyed this foray back into Maisie's sleuthing world, I found Birds of a
Feather did have some problems with it, IMO. Firstly, Maisie comes across as a very cold and
unfeeling character, and I don't quite buy into all her intuitiveness (or her appeal to men) as a
result. Secondly, I feel that Winspear lays on Maisie's new-agey-zen-like detecting methods with
too heavy a hand; it's Tibetan monk meets "The Ghost Whisperer", and it leaves me scratching
my head that she could accomplish anything beyond calming her inner detective. That being
said, this installment provided another entertaining mystery for the reader who enjoys a more
unconventional detective. I will continue reading the Maisie's Dobbs series to see what else
Winspear has in store for her creation.

Sophie: Murder! Drugs! Pilates!Ah, if purely lifestyles have been like a Maisie Dobbs novel and
shall we all get to the bottom of our emotional difficulties in addition to our extra actual ones
through the top of the book. Maisie turns into kind of an angel of peace, therapeutic others' non
secular wounds left through the battle and, bit by way of bit, therapeutic her personal as well.
This booklet did not impact me as deeply because the first, however the secret used to be
compelling, and although I had a coarse thought of the killer's id and factors by way of midway
throughout the book, the main points have been a surprise. Also, i am lovely definite I merely
figured that a lot out simply because i have been immersing myself during this period of time via
omit Fisher's homicide Mysteries and the accompanying novels by means of Kerry Greenwood.
you begin to acknowledge the various tropes after a while. Rhyming slang, cocaine, poisoned
tea... i did not count on the Pilates, though.

Lesley: This publication is best than the 1st with the writing variety a piece extra fleshed and the
characters extra developed. However, it nonetheless turns out particularly stilted, missing
nuance and emotion, or a minimum of those appear lumpy whilst attempted. I did locate myself
desirous to comprehend what happens, not only with the crime during this book, but additionally
to Maisie herself. and that i guessed really early on what the intent may be. however the
mysticism is incorrect and distracting, and it truly is demanding that she constantly turns out to
have the suitable tackle everything. i've got the 3rd publication from the library, and should test
it, yet suppose it is a disgrace this sequence simply has no longer lived as much as
expectancies so far. Actually, after interpreting via a few studies of the third, "Pardonable Lies",
i'll surrender in this series. it sort of feels the fashion continues, in addition to the occasional
mysticism / spiritualism. Copying a person's posture to instantly seize their feelings, meditating
on silence, quoting supposedly clever phrases (sometimes true, occasionally not), receiving
assistance from spirits of the dead, all provides as much as loads of unsound practices, even if
the particular incidents of those are just a fragment of the books. i would not are looking to
provide credits to any of those by way of carrying on with with this series. extra to this, the most



 

personality simply comes throughout as really chilly and clinical, and unusual. it kind of feels
most sensible to go away this sequence firmly at the shelf.

Damaskcat: Maisie Dobbs, psychologist and investigator, is requested to attempt and discover a
businessman’s daughter. Maisie is doubtful concerning the case simply because she suspects
Mr Waite’s factors as his daughter, Charlotte, is an grownup and can't be forced to come back
to her father’s home. whilst she realises that the identify of a contemporary homicide sufferer is
without doubt one of the acquaintances indexed in Charlotte’s handle publication Maisie is
especially frightened concerning the case.This is a suggestion upsetting secret set within the
nineteen twenties the place the shadow of global conflict I continues to be mendacity heavy on
many folks together with Maisie. There are fascinating characters and motivations and a good
drawn historic background. Maisie is combating along with her uneasy dating along with her
father and her personal place in society that is unusual. Her company helps her to set up herself
and Billy Beale, her assistant is settling into his task and proving his worth.If you love your crime
novels with extra intensity after which do that series. Maisie herself has many fascinating traits
and is constructing right into a well-rounded individual with difficulties of her personal to solve. i
like to recommend this sequence to someone who enjoys Carola Dunn’s Daisy Dalrymple or
Kerry Greenwood’s Phryne Fisher.
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